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NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE 


Amended 
Ricketts tax 
plan clears 


committee 


Lawmakers will debate bill 
that offsets property taxes 


with income tax credits 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Rick- 
etts’ latest property and income 
tax plan cleared a major hurdle 
Tuesday, but it may not be enough 
to forestall a property tax petition 
drive. 

The Revenue Committee voted 
5-3 to advance a revised version of 
Legislative Bill 947 to the full Leg- 
islature. 

As advanced, the measure would 
provide homeowners and agricul- 
tural landowners with new income 
tax credits to offset some of their 
property taxes. 

The credits would be phased in 
over 12 years and would be worth 
an estimated $590 million by 2030, 
when they are fully implemented. 

The bill also would cut the top 
corporate income tax rate and 
boost workforce development 
funds by $5 million annually. The 
income tax change would be worth 
$50 million in 2030. 

State Sen. Jim Smith of Pa- 
pillion, the Revenue Committee 
chairman, called the committee 
vote a “significant step forward.” 
He said it means lawmakers will 
be able to have a robust debate 
about Nebraska taxes this year. 

“What we’re doing is laying out 
a path to long-term, sustainable 
tax relief,” he said. 

Ricketts also praised the com- 
mittee vote and urged the full Leg- 
islature to take action this year. He 
said Nebraska farm families and 
homeowners are hurting and need 
help with property taxes. 

“I look forward to working with 
pro-growth senators to deliver this 
major property tax relief for the 
people of Nebraska,” he said. 

Speaker of the Legislature Jim 
Scheer of Norfolk said the bill 
could come up for debate next 
week. 

But it remains questionable 
whether it can garner enough 
votes to pass. It would take 25 
votes to advance the bill and 33 to 


See Taxes: Page 2 


MORE IN MIDLANDS 


Stothert urges senators to revive bill 
taxing Internet purchases. Page 2B 


CIVIC AUDITORIUM SITE 
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Stothert looks forward after 


developer drops out 


By CHRISTOPHER BURBACH 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


The would-be developer of the 
former Civic Auditorium site 
wanted more incentives from the 
city than Mayor Jean Stothert was 
willing to give. 

Project 19 LLC, the partnership 
led by the Tetrad Property Group, 
pulled out of the deal Tuesday, four 
years after launching the effort 
and without ever announcing a ma- 
jor tenant. 

The developers had proposed in 
late February that the city provide 
free parking for 20 years in the ex- 
isting city parking garage on the 
site, pay for and build an additional 
parking garage and give the land 
for free, according to documents 
obtained by The World-Herald. 
The developers also wanted the 
city to drop a requirement that the 
developer pay back the city for 


Look back through the Civic’s 
60-year history. Omaha.com 


Tetrad says obstacles and 
disagreements were too 
much to overcome 


JULIA NAGY/THE WORLD-HERALD 


Mayor Jean Stothert says other 
downtown Omaha projects aren’t 
getting in the way of redeveloping the 
Civic site, at top. “That’s progress, 
that’s not obstacles,” she said. 


Read a progress report on other 
local development projects. Page 2A 


demolition costs, Mayor Jean Sto- 
thert said. 

That’s in addition to a request 
for about $50 million in tax-incre- 
ment financing. The city incen- 
tives would have added up to about 
$90 million, the mayor estimated. 

“Their ask was far beyond what 
we have offered other developers,” 
Stothert said. 

The city made a compromise 
counteroffer. It offered to build a 
parking garage and lease it to the 
developer if the project includ- 
ed an office tenant with 400,000 
square feet of leased space and at 
least 1,500 employees, according 
to the documents. The city also 
offered to give the developer first 
rights to lease spaces in the exist- 
ing garage at $50 a space, for five 
years, and to acquire additional 
parking lots. 


See Civic: Page 2 


Watch a video of Mayor Stothert’s 
remarks on Tuesday. Omaha.com 


STRATCOM COMMANDER TESTIFIES 
U.S. needs new nuke option 
to match Russia, Hyten says 


Recommendation is based 
on current threat, general 


says, and it could change 


By JosepH Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — The head of 
U.S. Strategic Command at Offutt 
Air Force Base testified Tues- 
day in support of deploying low- 
yield nuclear weapons on subma- 
rine-launched ballistic missiles. 

“We believe that’ll give future 
adversaries significant pause be- 
fore they act,” Gen. John Hyten 
told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

The Trump administration’s Nu- 
clear Posture Review emphasizes 
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the importance of modernizing the 
traditional nuclear triad of bomb- 
ers, ICBMs and submarines. But 
it also looks to a low-yield subma- 
rine-based ballistic missile and a 
sea-based cruise missile. 

Hyten said the basis for devel- 
oping those options is the same ra- 
tionale that underlies the country’s 
basic nuclear triad — to match 
Russian capabilities and deter 
them from an attack. 

Russia has emphasized its own 
tactical nuclear weapons. 

Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin announced in 2000 that Rus- 
sia would use a low-yield nuclear 
weapon if conventional forces are 
overmatched on the battlefield, 
Hyten said. 

And the Russians have 11 


See Hyten: Page 5 
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Pete Peterson dies at 91 


The Nebraskan known in D.C. 
and on Wall Street preached 
paying off U.S. debt. Midlands 


Miles and Moos meet 


Husker coach and A.D. say 
meeting was standard, more 
are in the works. Sports 


Razed house settlement 


Council narrowly approves 
$232,000 payment to family 
over demolition. Midlands 


Weather 
High: 53 Low: 38 
Partly sunny Details: 5B 
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ANOTHER PRIVACY SCANDAL 


Cutting ties to Facebook? 
Its harder than it looks 


Users of social network 
can encounter headaches 
in trying to disconnect 


NEW YORK (AP) — Facebook’s 
latest privacy scandal, involving 
Trump campaign consultants who 
allegedly stole data on tens of 
millions of users to influence elec- 
tions, has some people reconsider- 
ing their relationship status with 
the social network. 

There’s just one problem: There 
isn’t much of anywhere else to go. 

Facebook has weathered many 
such blow-ups before and is used 
to apologizing and moving on. But 
the stakes may be bigger this time. 

Regulatory authorities are start- 
ing to focus on the data misappropri- 


Cambridge Analytica controversy 
extends beyond U.S., U.K. Page 6A 


ation, triggering a 9 percent decline 
in Facebook’s normally high-flying 
stock since Monday. Some of that 
reflects fear that changes in Face- 
book’s business will hurt profits or 
that advertisers and users will sour 
on the social network. 

The furor over Cambridge Ana- 
lytica, the data mining firm accused 
of stealing Facebook data, follows 
a bad year in which Facebook ac- 
knowledged helping spread fake 
news and propaganda from Russian 
agents. It also comes less than three 
months after CEO Mark Zucker- 
berg told the world that he would 
devote the year to fixing Facebook. 
Things seem to be getting worse. 


See Facebook: Page 2 
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